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 AS WE GATHER  

How many times have you thought the grass was greener on the other side? 
We sometimes feel that tension with our jobs and relationships. 

We might be dissatisfied with what we have now 
and think something better is just over there. 

Through our Baptism into Jesus’ name we have the very best 
because we are God’s children. 

Yet we still live in this world, and the chains that once held us captive in sin 
 seem to entice us to our former way of living. 

 
 PREPARATION  

 
Hymn  THE CHURCH’S ONE FOUNDATION  #644  

 
 INVOCATION  

P=Presider; C=Congregation 

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen.  ~Matthew 28:19b 
P But now thus says the Lord, He who created you, O Jacob, 
  He who formed you, O Israel: 
C “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 
  I have called you by name, you are Mine.” ~Isaiah 43:1 
P Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
  I will fear no evil, for You are with me; 
C Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. ~Psalm 23:4 
P You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
  a people for His own possession, 
C that [we] may proclaim the excellencies of Him who called [us] 
  out of darkness into His marvelous light. ~1 Peter 2:9 

 

① 



 CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
 1 PETER 2:10  

P Gathering as God’s chosen people, 
  we bring with us the sins that wage war with our souls. 
C We take this time to confess our sins to Him 
  who has delivered our souls from death, 
  and we seek His forgiveness through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

SILENCE FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION & CONFESSION 
P Lord Jesus, 
C We are surely sinful from birth, and we struggle with change, 
  even as a people changed by You from death to life. 
 Our struggle is revealed as we fall into patterns 
  of living, speaking, and thinking that are not in line 
  with being the people You have called us to be. 
 You have set us free through Your perfect life, death, and resurrection, 
  yet we continue to live like people who are enslaved to the enemy. 
 Lord Jesus, forgive our sins and cleanse us 
  from all unrighteousness for Your name’s sake. Amen. 
P Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; 
  once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
 As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, 
  I therefore forgive you all your sins— 
  in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Alleluia, amen! 
 

 WORD 
 
PSALM 56:3-4&10-11  INTROIT ANTIPHON: PS 56:13 

P For You have delivered my soul from death, 
C yes, my feet from falling, that I may walk before God 
  in the light of life. 
P When I am afraid, I put my trust in You. 
C In God, whose word I praise, in God I trust;  
  I shall not be afraid. What can flesh do to me? 
P In God, whose word I praise, in the Lord, whose word I praise, 
  in God I trust; 
C I shall not be afraid. What can man do to me? 
P For You have delivered my soul from death, 
C yes, my feet from falling, that I may walk before God 
  in the light of life. 

 

②



KYRIE  LORD, HAVE MERCY  LSB 186 
C ♫ Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS  GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST 
LUKE 2:14  JOHN 1:29  LSB 187 

P Glory be to God on high: 
C ♫ and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 
 We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 
     we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee for Thy great glory. 
 O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. 
 O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
 O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
     that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
 Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 
 Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 
     have mercy upon us. 
 For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 
 Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 
     art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

 
 

 PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P Almighty God, our refuge, our fortress, our God in whom we trust, 
  hear our prayers this day. 
C As you have done for Your people throughout the centuries, 
  defend us from persecution, stand with us in our struggles, 
  give us strength to stand firm in the face of fear and uncertainty, 
  and raise us up with Your mighty right hand. 
P Lead us by Your Spirit in these last days 
  as we bring Your name to bear in all circumstances 
  and as we live our lives as Your chosen people. 
C For You live and reign as one God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit— 
  now and forever. 
 Alleluia, amen! 

PLEASE BE SEATED 
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OLD TESTAMENT  JEREMIAH 20:7-13 

GOD IS WITH US WHEN WE ARE PERSECUTED FOR BEING HIS PEOPLE 
P O Lord, You have deceived me, and I was deceived; 
  You are stronger than I, and You have prevailed. 
C I have become a laughingstock all the day; everyone mocks me. 
P For whenever I speak, I cry out, I shout, “Violence and destruction!”  
C For the word of the Lord has become for me a reproach 
  and derision all day long. 
P If I say, “I will not mention Him, or speak any more in His name,” 
  there is in my heart as it were a burning fire shut up in my bones, 
  and I am weary with holding it in, and I cannot. 
C For I hear many whispering. 
 Terror is on every side! 
 “Denounce him! Let us denounce him!” say all my close friends, 
  watching for my fall. 
P “Perhaps he will be deceived; 
  then we can overcome him and take our revenge on him.” 
C But the Lord is with me as a dread warrior; 
  therefore my persecutors will stumble; they will not overcome me. 
 They will be greatly shamed, for they will not succeed. 
 Their eternal dishonor will never be forgotten. 
P O Lord of hosts, who tests the righteous, who sees the heart and the mind, 
  let me see Your vengeance upon them, 
  for to You have I committed my cause. 
C Sing to the Lord; praise the Lord! 
 For He has delivered the life of the needy from the hand of evildoers. 

P This is the Word of our Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
 

 
 

GRADUAL PSALM 145:3, 5B & 6B 

P Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, 
C and His greatness is unsearchable. 
P On Your wondrous works, I will meditate, 
C and I will declare Your greatness. 
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EPISTLE  ROMANS 6:12-23 

JESUS HAS FREED US FROM OUR SINS SO WE LIVE FREE 
P Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal bodies, 
  to make you obey their passions. 
 Do not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, 
  but present yourselves to God 
  as those who have been brought from death to life, 
  and your members to God as instruments for righteousness. 

For sin will have no dominion over you, 
  since you are not under law but under grace. 
C What then? 
 Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace? 
P By no means! 
 Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone 
  as obedient slaves you are slaves of the one whom you obey, 
  either of sin, which leads to death, 
  or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 
 But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin 
  have become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching 
  to which you were committed, and, having been set free from sin, 
  have become slaves of righteousness. 
 I am speaking in human terms, because of your natural limitations. 

For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity 
  and to lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, 
  so now present your members as slaves to righteousness 
  leading to sanctification. 
 When you were slaves of sin you were free in regard to righteousness. 
 But what fruit were you getting at that time 
  from the things of which you are now ashamed? 
C The end of those things is death. 
P But now that you have been set free from sin 
  and have become slaves of God, 
  the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life. 
C For the wages of sin is death, 
  but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

P This is the Word of our Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
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ALLELUIA  PRAISE GOD  LSB 190 
PLEASE STAND 

C ♫ Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL  MATTHEW 10:5A&21–33 
LIFE WILL BE HARD IN THESE LAST DAYS BUT, FEAR NOT, GOD IS WITH US 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 10th chapter. 
C (LSB 190) ♫ Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

P These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, 
C “Brother will deliver brother over to death, 
  and the father his child, 
  and children will rise against parents and have them put to death, 
  and you will be hated by all for My name’s sake. 
 But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 
 When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next, 
  for truly, I say to you, you will not have gone through 
  all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.” 
P “A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. 
 It is enough for the disciple to be like his teacher, 
  and the servant like his master. 
 If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, 
  how much more will they malign those of his household. 
 So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered 
  that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be known. 
 What I tell you in the dark, say in the light, 
  and what you hear whispered proclaim on the housetops. 
 And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. 
 Rather fear Him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 
 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? 
 And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 
 But even the hairs of your head are all numbered. 
 Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows. 
 So everyone who acknowledges Me before men 
  I also will acknowledge before My Father who is in heaven, 
  but whoever denies Me before men I also will deny 
  before My Father who is in heaven.” 

P This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
C (LSB 191) ♫ Praise be to Thee, O Christ! 

 PLEASE BE SEATED 
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Hymn  HAVE NO FEAR, LITTLE FLOCK  #735 

 

SERMON  “SPLITTING SPIRITUAL HAIRS/HEIRS” 

MATTHEW 10:5A & 21–33 
The Point: Haters gonna hate, but God’s gonna love 
The Problem: Familial and societal revolt against God’s will and ways 
The Promise: “So everyone who acknowledges Me before men 
 I also will acknowledge before My Father who is in heaven”

 OFFERING  
Hymn CREATE IN ME #956 

PLEASE STAND AS THE HYMN IS INTRODUCED 
While we worship the Lord with our offerings, please write your name(s) in the fellowship registers, 
indicating the date and time of the service you are attending. To help us serve you more effectively, 
please use the blanks provided to indicate a change in mailing address, phone numbers (home, 
work, cell, fax) or e-mail address(es). Please tear out the sheets with names on them and let them 
stick out of the top of the folder so that the ushers can collect them. Thank you! 

 
 PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

P Almighty and ever-living God, we give You thanks and praise 
  for being a just and forgiving God. 
C We praise You for being our refuge, our fortress, 
  and our God in whom we trust. 
P Heavenly Father, we thank You for hearing our prayers 
  this day and every day. 
C We pray for brothers and sisters who are struggling 
  in body, mind, and spirit, 
  and ask for Your strength, comfort, and healing. 
P Lord Jesus, You united us in a common faith and family at our Baptism. 
C Lead and guide us in living out our baptismal faith 
  as missionaries in this world 
  so that the people we connect with may hear Your Word. 
P O Holy Spirit, You work in many unseen and mysterious ways. 
C As we look around our world, we see destruction and violence. 
 We ask that You bring peace and wholeness. 
 We ask for You to give Your wisdom to all the leaders of our 
  world, our nation, our state, and our community 
  so that they may govern justly. 

SPECIAL PETITIONS & PRAISES 
P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray— 
C trusting in Your mercy and grace. Alleluia, amen! 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH  THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

(Sunday) 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
    maker of heaven and earth.  
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
    born of the virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
    was crucified, died, and was buried.  
    He descended into hell.   
    The third day He rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven 
       and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
    From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
    the holy Christian Church,  
       the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body,  
    and the life  everlasting. Amen. 

Christian: the ancient text reads “catholic”, meaning the whole Church 
as it confesses the wholeness of Christian doctrine. 

 

WORSHIP CONTINUES ON PAGE 11 WITH THE LORD’S PRAYER 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH  THE NICENE CREED 

(Saturday) 
C I believe in one God, 
    the Father Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth 
       and of all things visible and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
    the only-begotten Son of God, 
    begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
    God of God, Light of Light, 
    very God of very God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    being of one substance with the Father, 
    by whom all things were made; 
    who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
    and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
    and was made man; 
    and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered and was buried. 
    And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
       and ascended into heaven 
    and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
    And He will come again with glory to judge both the 
       living and the dead, 
    whose kingdom will have no end. 
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the Lord and giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
    who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
       and glorified, 
    who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,  
    I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,  
    and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
    and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

Us means all people. 
Christian: the ancient text reads “catholic”, meaning the whole 

Church as it confesses the wholeness of Christian doctrine. 
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 SACRAMENT  
 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, 
our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for 
the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His 
table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and 
loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 
 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because 
Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, 
in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod, and yet desire to receive the sacrament, are asked first to speak with our pastor or an elder. Alcohol-
removed white wine is offered in the center of the tray. 

 

For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Corinthians 11:17-34. 

 
PREFACE  LSB 194 

 

P The Lord be with you.  ~2 Timothy 4:22 
C ♫ And with thy spirit. 
P Lift up your hearts.  ~Colossians 3:1 
C ♫ We lift them up unto the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. ~Psalm 136 
C ♫ It is meet and right so to do. 

 
 PROPER PREFACE  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks to You, Holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

  for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. 
C Above all we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us 
  when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, 
  into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, 
  giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. 
 Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns 
  to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome 
  sin and death and will rise again to new life. 
P Therefore, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven 
  we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
  evermore praising You and singing: 
 

SANCTUS  HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
ISAIAH 6:3  MATTHEW 21:9  LSB 195 

C ♫ Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blesséd is He, blesséd is He, blesséd is He 

that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Sabaoth (SAH-bay-oath) is Hebrew for “heavenly hosts”. 
Hosanna is a Hebrew word of praise meaning “save us now”. 
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 PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  

P Blessèd are You, Lord, our refuge, our fortress, 
  and our God in whom we trust, 
  for You have delivered us from eternal death 
  through Your Son, Jesus Christ. 
C In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of 
  Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, 
  and You justly barred them and all their children 
  from the tree of life. 
 Yet in Your great mercy You promised salvation 
  by the Second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
  and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. 
 We thank You for rescuing us from the hand of the evil one. 
 Lead and guide us by Your Holy Spirit to faithfully eat 
  this feast of forgiveness set before us in Jesus’ body and blood. 
P Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. 
C To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship— 
  with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 Alleluia, amen! 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  MATTHEW 6:9-13  LSB 196 
P Our Father who art in heaven… 
C ♫ For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
  forever and ever. Amen. 

SUNDAY WORSHIP CONTINUES ON PAGE 12 WITH THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 WORDS OF OUR LORD  
MATTHEW 26:26–28  MARK 14:22–24  LUKE 22:19–20  1 CORINTHIANS 11:23–25 

 

PAX DOMINI  THE PEACE OF THE LORD  JOHN 20:19  LSB 197 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C ♫ Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI  LAMB OF GOD  JOHN 1:29  LSB 198 
C ♫ O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, 

that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 

have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 

grant us Thy peace. Amen. 
PLEASE BE SEATED 
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 DISTRIBUTION  

Hymn  LORD JESUS CHRIST, YOU HAVE PREPARED  #622 
Hymn JUST AS I AM, WITHOUT ONE PLEA  #570 
Hymn A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD  #657 

 
NUNC DIMITTIS  SONG OF SIMEON  LUKE 2:29-32  LSB 199 

PLEASE STAND 

C ♫ Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace 
according to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, 

which Thou has prepared before the face of all people, 
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 

THANKSGIVING  LSB 200 
P Oh, give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C ♫ and His mercy endureth forever. 
P Give thanks to the God of gods, 
C for His steadfast love endures forever. 
P Give thanks to the Lord of lords, 
C for His steadfast love endures forever. ~Psalm 136:1-3 
P We give You thanks and praise, our refuge, our fortress, 
  and our God in whom we trust. 
C We ask that You continue to strengthen us as we stand 
  in the face of temptation and persecution. 
 ♫ Amen. 

 
BENEDICAMUS  LSB 201  BENEDICTION 

P Bless we the Lord. 
C ♫ Thanks be to God. 
P The LORD bless you and keep you. 
 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious unto you. 
 The LORD lift up His countenance upon you and  give you peace. 

~Numbers 6:24-26 
C ♫ Amen, amen, amen.   
 

Hymn  JESUS SHALL REIGN  #832 
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